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Forfeitures set aside without payment of costs, 1919 105 $ 440,100 

Forfeitures set aside without payment of costs, Jan., 1920.. 3 6,000 

$ 446,100 

Forfeitures — scire facias judgments secured, 1919 86 $ 289,100 

Forfeitures — scire facias suits started 1919 69 211,700 

Forfeitures — scire facias suits started January, 1920 74 241,400 

Forfeitures— No action taken, December 31, 1919 106 341,200 

Forfeitures— No action taken February 1, 1920 20 66,800 

"Subsequent to the publishing cf some of our figures in the Commission's 
Bulletin No. 10, under date of January 19, 1920, a great activity was shown by 
the authorities, and the figures as of February 1, 1920, indicate definite action 
on the part of the State's Attorney's office and the disposition in some form of 
all but twenty cases. 

"It is the belief of the Committee that its publisiied figures with regard to 
Louis Bernstein and Louis H. Levy had a l)earing on the activities of officials 
and the grand jury with respect to professional bondsmen and fake bonds. 
They have also caused almost a complete cessation of the practice of releasing 
forfeiture judgments by the County Board except in cases provided by the 
statute where the defendant has been apprehended and produced in court or 
given into the custody of the sheriff. 

"In January and February, 1920, a total of $664,500.00 in bonds was for- 
feited in the Criminal Court alone on 153 bonds. Disposition of these for- 
feitures was as follows, as of March 1, 1920: 

Forfeitures set aside on payment of costs 21 $ 62,000 

Forfeitures set aside without payment of costs 28 142,000 

Scire facias suits started — writs issued 88 388,000 

Forfeitures not disposed of 16 72,500 

$664,500 
"This table shows sixteen cases not disposed of on March 1, 1920. On 
March 6, 1920, an inspection of the records showed that out of the sixteen 
cases only seven cases remained in which no action had been taken — a marked 
improvement over the showing on January I, 1920, when the docket showed 106 
case.s on which no action had been taken. 

"Of course, the committee realizes that this work has just begun, that the 
present flurry will not cure the evil and that constant observation, continued 
investigation and a close scrutiny of all the activities on the part of those re- 
sponsible for the proper protection of the public in these matters will be re- 
quired before the ring of professional bondsmen is broken and a system per- 
fected which will make the giving of a bond in criminal cases something more 
than a farce." — From Bulletin No. 11 of the Chicago Crime Commission. 

The Organization of Justice in Soviet Russia — Original article by 
Enrico Ferri in La Scuola Positiva for January, 1920.— The traditional prin» 
ciple expounded by Montesqui'u that the powers of the state should be divided 
into three branches, viz. : legislative, executive, and judicial, is not applied by 
the Soviet Republic. 

Beginning with the fourteenth century the bourgeois element, finding itself 
entirely out of tune with feudal institutions, effected a series of revolutions, 
culminating very decisively with the French Revolution in 1789. 



2» CARE OF MISDEMEANANTS 

Now, at the beginning of the twentieth century, the judicial power in the 
bourgeois democracies has become the champion of the exclusive interests of 
the dominant party or power. This is the lesson of history — every revolution 
ends with the consolidation of this or that statu quo, hence the law of sociol- 
ogy that "every progress attained becomes an obstacle to future progress." 

It can readily be understood that in Soviet Russia it is necessary to liave 
judges who can translate faithfully the popular legal conscience and who do 
not interpret the law itself, but the law of the masses themselves. 

The bourgeois revolution in France produced the same result, and in place 
of the laws and the judges who decided in divers ways according to the aristo- 
cratic, ecclesiastical or popular caste of the litigants, it substituted equality of 
law for all. 

It must be understood, however, that the "popular conscience" alone cannot 
suffice for penal justice. There is technical knowledge — technical because it 
relates to the personal causes and social conditions which affect the crime; 
it is necessary to know how to recognize delinquents and whether they are 
curable or incurable, because the majority of delinquents, when not treated 
like beasts as they are now, have the power to become useful again to the 
cominitnity. 

The real problem is for the economic organization, as well as the judicial 
organization, to see which institutions are dry leaves to be cut from the tree of 
social life, and which are still vital and can be adapted to the new regime. — 
George P. Deiser, Philadelphia. 

Legislation re Care of Misdemeanants in New Yoric. — The following 
bill gives discretionary power to the courts in New York State to commit 
second offender misdemeanants to the New York State Reformatory at Elmira. 
Elmira has been open heretofore only to felons. In 1912 legislation was 
passed for the establishment of a New York State Reformatory for Mis- 
demeanants. This, of course, commits New York State to the reformatory 
treatment of misdemeanants. However, such reformatory exists only on paper. 

Elmira has had a low population for several years and it has been our 
aim to make use of the splendid opportunities at Elmira for the benefit of the 
yoiug misdemeanants, thereby saving them from the demoralizing effects of 
the county jails and penitentiaries. 

The fact that misdemeanants are now being sentenced to the Elmira Re- 
formatory on an indeterminate sentence with a maximum of three years, 
brings New York State abreast with other states such as New Jersey, Massa- 
chusetts, Illinois, Michigan, Connecticut and Iowa. New York State has 
long ago, in two of its women's reformatories, the Western House of Refuge 
and the Reformatory at Bedford, permitted the admission of misdemeanants 
and felons to both institutions. Elmira has been practically the only state re- 
formatory restricting its admissions to those committing a felony. 

In New York City since 190S there has been a special reformatory for mis- 
demeanants, but this, of course, took care of only New York City misde- 
meanants. The opening of Elmira to misdemeanants will not interfere with 
the New York Qty Reformatory commitments in so much as the law is dis- 
cretionary and applies to second offenders. 



